VOLUNTEER PARK

Olmsted Trees Suitable for Future Use

Botanical Name

Common Name

Limitations & Cultivars

Acer circinatum

Vine maple

Avoid suspected verticillium disease sites

Acer macrophyllum

Bigleaf maple

Limited appropriate sites; breaks up when large

Acer palmatum

Japanese maple

Avoid suspected verticillium disease sites

Acer rubrum Red maple Limited use; extremely abundant locally
Acer saccharum Sugar maple Underused

Aesculus carnea 'Briotii' Red horsechestnut Dense shade

Aesculus glabra Ohio Buckeye Availability

Aesculus hippocastanum Horsechestnut Invasive; heritage replacement only
Aralia spinosa Hercules Club Can root sucker; use sparingly

Betula alleghaniensis [lutea] Yellow Birch Loses showy red-brown bark with age
Betula nigra River Birch Cultivar 'Heritage' preferable

Carpinus betulus

European Hornbeam

Cultivar 'Fastigiata' most available

Catalpa ovata

Chinese Catalpa

Limit use to replacement - C. speciosa better

Catalpa speciosa

Northern (Hardy) Catalpa

Wood sometimes brittle; avoid high-use sites

Cedrus atlantica

Atlas Cedar

Limited replanting; subject to breakout

Cedrus deodara

Deodar cedar

Not for extensive use; breakage in age.

Cercidiphyllum japonicum Katsura Needs moisture
Chamaecyparis lawsoniana Lawson Cypress Very limited use; disease has killed many in park
Cladrastis lutea Yellowwood Limit use to hot, sunny sites

Crataegus crus-galli

Cockspur Hawthorn

Thornless cultivar 'Inermis' only

Cryptomeria japonica

Japanese Cryptomeria

Limited use - breakage & holds dead foliage

Cryptomeria japonica 'Elegans'

Cryptomeria (cultivar)

Limited use - breakage & holds dead foliage

Fagus sylvatica

European Beech

Aphid honeydew; do not site near vehicles, benches

Fagus sylvatica 'Purpurea’

Purple Beech

OK for limited specimen use

Fraxinus americana

White Ash

Seedless cultivars only: '‘Junginger’, 'Skycole', etc.

Fraxinus excelsior

Common (European) Ash

Borers limit use, seedless green cultivar 'Kimberly Blue"

Ginkgo blloba

Ginkgo, Maidenhair tree

Use male cultivar only: 'Autumn Gold', 'Shangri-la’

Ginkgo blloba 'Princeton Sentry'

Columnar Ginkgo

Much shorter than Lombardy poplar but durable

Koelreuteria paniculata

Golden Rain Tree

Lagerstroemia indica

Crape Myrtle

Hardy, tree-form selections & hot site only

Liguidambar styraciflua

Sweet Gum

Aggressive roots need room

Liriodendron tulipifera

Tulip poplar

Aphid honeydew; do not site near vehicles, benches

Liriodendron tulipifera 'Fastigiatum'

Columnar tulip poplar

Aphids?

Magnolia acuminata

Cucumbertree magnolia

Flowers not showy; very large at maturity

Note: Refer to Recommended Trees for Future Planting list for detailed information on tree size, type, site requirements, special features.
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Magnolia grandiflora

Southern Magnolia

Hardy, strong cultivars only: 'Edith Bogue', 'Victoria'

Magnolia macrophylla

Bigleaf magnolia

Huge leaves - avoid overuse, drain inlets

Magnolia soulangeana

Saucer magnolia

Tends to shrublike, low branching form

Magnolia tripetala

Umbrella magnolia

Huge leaves - limited accent use

Malus baccata

Siberian Crabapple

Species scab-prone; cultivar 'Jackii' excellent

Malus floribunda

Floribunda Crabapple

Reasonable scab resistance, not perfect

Malus ioensis

Bechtel crabapple

Cultivar 'Klehm's Improved Bechtel' less scab-prone

Nyssa sylvatica

Sourgum, Tupelo

Oxydendrum arboreum

Sourwood, Sorrel tree

Slow; for irrigated, mulched beds only

Paulownia tomentosa

Empress tree

Large leaves require fall pickup on lawns

Phellodendron amurensis

Amur Cork Tree

Needs room, seedless cultivar preferred: 'Macho'

Pinus densiflora

Japanese red pine

Slow, irregular; limited specimen use

Pinus monticola

Western White Pine

Disease & insects can kill; limited use

Pinus mugo

Mugo Pine

Avoid know dwarf cultivars.

Platanus orientalis

Oriental plane tree

Some disease problems; needs room

Populus nigra 'ltalica’

Lombardy poplar

Replacement only; Ginkgo, Tulip poplar, Aspen cvs. better

Populus tremuloides 'Erecta

Swedish Columnar Aspen

Limit to replacement for Lombardy poplar; much shorter.

Pseuodtsuga menziesii

Douglas Fir

Large trees subject to wind throw & branch loss; limit use

Quercus alba

White Oak

Quercus bicolor

Swamp White Oak

Fall color unremarkable

Quercus cerris

Turkey (Turkish) Oak

Availability, fall color unremarkable

Quercus coccinea Scarlet Oak

Quercus palustris Pin oak Site to accommodate low-sweeping branches
Quercus robur English Oak Fall color unremarkable, but mighty stature
Quercus robur 'Fastigiata' Fastigiate English oak Hybrid 'Crimschmidt' has better (red) fall color
Quercus rubra Red oak

Sorbus americana

American Mountain Ash

May be short-lived

Syringa reticulata

Japanese Tree Lilac

Needs training for treelike form; privet-like fragrance

Tilia americana

Basswood

Tilia europa

European or Common Linden

Limiited heritage use; other Lindens do better.

Tilia platyphyllos

Bigleaf Linden

Tsuga mertensiana

Mountain hemlock

Sometimes shortlived / susceptible to insects & disease

Note: Refer to Recommended Trees for Future Planting list for detailed information on tree size, type, site requirements, special features.
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